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YUCCA MOUNTAIN’S WASTE 
   Nuclear physics/research emerged from a cloud of secrecy on August 6, 1945 when the most destructive explosion ever produced by man occurred.  Nuclear waste has been accumulating since even before that date, but there is still no viable solution to disposal. That it has never been dealt with, merely pushed aside into one place or another, is testament to the arrogance, incompetence and dereliction of those in charge. 

   Yucca Mountain was designated as a permanent high-level nuclear waste repository in 1987, a designation fought “tooth and nail” by the State of Nevada and its senior senator, Democrat Harry Reid. The site is some 90 miles from Las Vegas.  

   Yucca Mountain is another one of the federal government’s expensive boondoggles that just goes on and on.  What is perhaps the most amazing aspect of this government fiasco is the manner in which the media (both print and on-air) refer to Yucca Mountain. A recent release contained this statement:  “A divided Nuclear Regulatory Commission allowed the Obama administration to continue plans to close the controversial Yucca Mountain nuclear waste dump in Nevada.”  

   The problem with the statement is that a nuclear waste dump does not exist at Yucca Mountain in Nevada! Somewhere along the way on this long journey since 1987, the word “proposed” was apparently dropped from all references to Yucca Mountain. The media and promoters of the site began referring to Yucca Mountain as though it already existed.  

   All that existed at Yucca Mountain when the Department of Energy (DOE) decided to terminate the project in 2009 and abandoned the site “is a single mined tunnel constructed to permit access to the subsurface for the purpose of studying  the geophysical conditions under ground” – the single, essentially useless five-mile exploratory tunnel is now boarded up.  
   According to the Congressional Research Service, the Nuclear Waste Policy Act established a 1998 deadline for depositing spent nuclear fuel and other highly radioactive waste at Yucca Mountain. Just prior to the 2009 shutdown of planning, the DOE moved that date to 2020. 

   Figures “gleaned” from the State of Nevada’s Yucca Mountain.org indicate the DOE has spent approximately $8 billion studying the site and constructing the exploratory tunnel. 

   Transportation of nuclear waste to the site was to be by rail. No rail access existed to the site and cost to construct rail access was estimated in excess of $3 billion. 

   Cost to construct a repository at Yucca Mountain was estimated at $97 billion, a figure that for projects such as this one, a pretty near meaningless figure in that no construction authorization had ever been obtained from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  

   Perhaps the passage of such a long period of time can be blamed for the American public being duped into believing a permanent high-level nuclear waste repository existed at Yucca Mountain, as incredible as that sounds, but there is no repository and  no solution to disposal of nuclear waste. 

   What impact the lack of a repository for nuclear waste will have on new nuclear plants is anybody’s guess, but all signs point toward planners in the 21st Century going blissfully along their way, totally unaware that a repository for nuclear waste does not exist, or maybe its just convenient memory loss. 

   As interest in nuclear energy is again being “pushed” as part of the solution to the world’s dependence on oil, America is no closer to a solution for disposing of nuclear waste than it was in 1945 – a very sad statement indeed!  
   While America sits on its “laurels,” the rest of the world employs new technologies that reprocess nuclear fuel to provide fuel for existing and future nuclear plants as a way of reducing the volume of material to be disposed of as high-level waste. Progress is also being made through such technology to reduce the long-term radioactivity in high-level waste, according to the World Nuclear Association. 

Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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